TIME FOR PENSION PLAN REFORM IN SANTA BARBARA 

We hear so much about the pension plans and how unsustainable they are, but to put it into perspective on the local level, we need to look at some numbers.  Thanks to the Freedom of Information Act and a little investigative reporting, I looked into Santa Barbara’s local pension plan recipients to see how outrageous they actually are. If you go to www.californiapensionreform.com/calpers , there you can search by employer, or the recipient’s name to find anyone receiving over $100,000 per year.  For example, if you pull up the CA Highway Patrol, a list of 131 pension plan recipients is instantly populated; with the top man, Shawn Watts, raking in an astounding $154,743.24 per year.  Again, these pension plans support the early retirements for public service employees whose salaries may not exceed the CEO of a large company, but could rival that of almost any its employees.  
Here are the numbers on the local level, with these plans costing taxpayers over $1.7 million dollars per year (over $142K per month) to support 15 government employees’ early retirements:

	
	Name
	Title
	City
	Monthly
	Annual

	1
	ANTHONY NISICH
	Director of Public Works
	SANTA BARBARA
	11,144.83
	133,737.96

	2
	CAROL KEATOR
	Public Library Director
	SANTA BARBARA
	10,578.96
	126,947.52

	3
	MICHAEL MITCHELL
	Santa Barbara Police Dept. 
	SANTA BARBARA
	10,341.12
	124,093.44

	4
	RICHARD JOHNS
	Director of Parks and Recreation
	SANTA BARBARA
	10,196.95
	122,363.40

	5
	DAVID JOHNSON
	Public Works Director
	SANTA BARBARA
	10,153.44
	121,841.28

	6
	THOMAS RIGALI
	Police Sgt.
	SANTA BARBARA
	9,776.72
	117,320.64

	7
	JEREE JOHNSON
	Police Captain
	SANTA BARBARA
	9,462.97
	113,555.64

	8
	KENNETH GOODENOUGH
	City Water Employee
	SANTA BARBARA
	9,328.76
	111,945.12

	9
	ILEENE LINK
	 
	SANTA BARBARA
	9,121.83
	109,461.96

	10
	ALFRED KATZENSTEIN
	 
	SANTA BARBARA
	9,020.20
	108,242.40

	11
	MARK LUGO
	 
	SANTA BARBARA
	8,931.15
	107,173.80

	12
	JACQUE MCCOY
	Police Chief
	SANTA BARBARA
	8,930.77
	107,169.24

	13
	EDWARD AASTED
	 
	SANTA BARBARA
	8,911.20
	106,934.40

	14
	JANICE WILKINSON
	 
	SANTA BARBARA
	8,479.51
	101,754.12

	15
	DANIEL WALLACE
	Santa Barbara City Attorney
	SANTA BARBARA
	8,348.28
	100,179.36

	
	
	
	
	142,726.69
	1,712,720.28

	
	
	
	Cost Over 
	25 years
	$42,818,007


I am sure that these people had a great career in government, but the numbers are unsustainable.   These are salary levels for high level executives in the private sector and cannot be afforded to retirees who are no longer contributing to the workforce.  If you want some serious change and for the public sector to be held accountable to the same standards as the private sector, please vote for reform.  My name is Justin Tevis and I am a 2009 Santa Barbara City Council candidate who will stand strong against government complacency and their ways of old.  Please check out my preliminary website for more information, www.webstarts.com/tevis4council.  
