I would like to start by thanking the Santa Barbara Republican Club and Barbara Hurd for giving me this opportunity to introduce myself on this fine afternoon. It is an honor to be considered for office here in our great city of Santa Barbara.

I would like to set the tone of this afternoon with a quote from Samuel Adams, statesman, political philosopher and one of our Founding Fathers.

He said:

"If ever a time should come, when vain and aspiring men shall possess the highest seats in Government, our country will stand in need of its experienced patriots to prevent its ruin."
Our country is in trouble.  Our city is in trouble.  We need people to step up from their private walks of life to reform government, and we need them to do it NOW. To be honest, I never thought I would be here standing before the Santa Barbara Republican’s Club, explaining why I want to run for public office.  I have a job that I love & affords me a standard of living which I approve. However, I can no longer tolerate watching the downfall of our City at the hands of public officials who have become out of touch with reality. 
Our elected representatives have failed us.  So, it is up to the people to decide and vote for people who will lead us to real change.
We do not need more of the same.  


We do not need more opportunists, looking for a quick trip to a position of power.

We do not need someone who is “electable”, simply because they served on this board, that commission, or at first glance has name recognition. 
What we need, is someone local, from private industry, with strong principles and core values, to step up to the plate and institute real change.

Someone who will stand strong in the face of adversity, provide solid leadership, and understand their responsibility to the people of Santa Barbara when dealing with big numbers and be able to balance a budget without looking to you ladies and gentlemen here in the audience for revenue.  

We are not revenue!

Let me say this again, WE ARE NOT REVENUE!

That means:

NO to 3.5% water rate hikes

NO to 15 cent plastic bag taxes
NO to increases in parking & traffic citations.

And most of all, NO to politicians who support these types of decisions.  

We are not revenue!

So, the City just approved a $260 million budget, already $1.4 million stained with red ink.  

At my company, if our budget fails, we are no longer in business.  In my private walk of life I do purchasing, and am responsible for five categories of women’s clothing that account for roughly $20 million in sales, even in the year of an economic meltdown.
To cope with the current economic crisis, my company has reacted with no hesitation to put ourselves in a position to run a clean budget.  

-We have painfully had to let good employees go, some with 15 years of dedication, in order to reduce our overhead. 

-We have marked down prices to engage our customers & increase demand, even though we are taking a hit on our gross margin %’s.  

-We have received discounts from our vendors, only because we stood our ground and have the credibility to do so.

-We have managed our inventory levels to a Tee, because on our balance sheets inventory counts as a liability, not an asset

So you see,

When I place a $50,000 purchase order, it is not a haste decision.  I carefully monitor sales performance, forecast future projections based on historical trends, take into account cash flow and our available purchasing dollars, analyze risk, and make an analytical decision utilizing all resources available to me.  
What I am trying to convey is that I understand business.  I understand sound business decisions.  I understand how businesses react when they are faced with a redline budget.  

However, these are things that politicians have either forgotten, or never learned in the first place, because they were too busy trying to scratch someone’s back for a vote.
I am a new breed of politics.

And, when the time comes to cast your ballot, ask yourselves:

Who is the candidate with the strongest principles that fall in line with the Founding of our Country?

Who is the candidate with real world experience in dealing with numbers in the millions, capable of solving Santa Barbara’s budget crisis?
Who is the candidate who believes in Freedom, and that our citizens should not be treated as revenue nor as criminals in our own neighborhoods?

Who is the candidate with no grandiose political aspirations, and no special interest to serve?
Who is the candidate who will bring back the OLD Santa Barbara because he is local and understands what small town with unique cultural identity really means? 

Who is the candidate with the strongest stance on gangs, the homeless, and a paper trail to back up every word?

If you are honest and forthright, then there is only one response, WHO IS JUSTIN TEVIS.

Thank You.

