*Santa Barbara has a unique feel and identity that its citizens have a right to maintain.

*We do not need a Planning Commission or City Council comprised of a few people thinking their plan is smarter or better than the citizens themselves.  NO BACKDOOR DEALS OR COMPROMISES TO PREVENT THE CITIZENS FROM SPEAKING, Mr. Das Williams!

*11,000+ signatures in favor of El Pueblo Viejo initiative to take it to a popular vote – This shows significant support to maintain Santa Barbara’s small, personal downtown appeal.

*I would be in favor of a popular vote and not try to deter it in favor of my grand scheme; but if it is up to me, I do not think building height limits should be raised in the name of affordable housing.

*TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVOCATES: Giving affordable housing is a slap in the face to those who don’t get it. It is a slap in the face to every hard working family that bands together in small apartments with one another to make ends meat.  It will be a slap in the face to everyone who lives with a roommate to cut costs.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST AFFORDABLE HOUSING:

-Nobody is entitled to live in Santa Barbara. I grew up in SB County and it took me 2 post collegiate jobs before I had the experience to nail down a solid job in my favorite city. My intention was always to come back, but having to work towards that goal made it that much more rewarding. 

-Who gets affordable housing and why?  Obviously it is financial need based, but we cannot afford to put everyone from the bottom 40% income bracket in affordable housing. So, a “lottery” type system will leave a lot of people feeling left out. 

-Nepotism.  Will this be a corrupt free system for those who get to live in affordable housing or will we see people associated with the government or NANNY COUNCIL have family members popping up in these dwellings?

-Again, there are still plenty of living opportunities in Santa Barbara, and a great deal of people commute.  We do not need to promote an ideal because some people want to fulfill their guilt for living better than others.  Let people compete and do their best.  Nobody is entitled to anything they do not earn.

-Example of Santa Ynez:  I know a hair stylist who applied for affordable housing; a hard working mom with 2 girls.  She was denied, while people born and raised in Bakersfield were accepted.  Is this really what we want for Santa Barbara? STOP ENCOURAGING BAD BEHAVIOR!  If people only have to pay a $500 monthly mortgage payment, then they will not be inclined to work harder and do better.
